[Rupture and fragmentation of a polyethylene terephthalate balloon catheter in a calcified coronary artery stenosis].
We report a case of rupture and fragmentation of a PET-balloon catheter during percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty of a calcified LAD-obstruction. When the insufflation pressure was increased to 12 atm, the balloon ruptured. During withdrawal of the balloon catheter the tip of the shaft and a fragment of the balloon tore off and remained within the atheroma. Emergency operation was necessary to remove the fragments and to prevent a large myocardial infarction. Although this is an unusual complication of PTCA, care should be taken when PET-balloon catheters are used in calcified coronary obstructions.